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Education quota likely

“to breach 50% cellmg

Kapil Agrees To CPM-BSP’s Demand To Amend Law

Akshaya Mukul | vy

New Delhi: Atthe insistenceof
s MPs of CPM
‘gl and

Kapil Sibal

_ to the Central
Educational Institutions (res-
ervation in admission) amend-
ment bill. A specific provision
in the bill stating that reserva-
tion in admission, other than
the North East, would not be
more than 50% is likely to be
dropped.

Since there are variations
in reservation in admission in
cenfral educational institu-
tions — for instance in Nation-

al Institutes of Technology
there is a state quota, in Am-
bedkar University in UP there
is no reservation for OBCs and
in north-eastern states like
Tripurathereismorethan 60%
reservation — MPs felt there
was no need to put the provi-
sion that reservation, other
than N-E states, would not be
more than 50%. Though the
ministry argued that the provi-
sion would not change the
ground situation, MPs protest-
edand CPM MPseven said they
would move an amendment. It
was argued that why put a pro-
vision that is already known.
Sources said there are three
parts of reservation in the bill.
One, in respect of state seats in
central educational institu-
tions like NITS, state policy of

reservation would be followed.

But in non-state seats of NITs,
reservation would be less than
50%. The bill also points out
that in some central institu-
tions like Ambedkar Universi-
1y, 49.5% reservation is given to
SCs/STs and not to other back-
ward classes.

In north-east states, reser-
vation follows a different pat-
tern since there are noOBCs in
most of these states. Tripura
and other N-E states have more
reservationforSTsandinsome
states, state and central quota
put together crosses 50%.

Sources said the bill pro-
tects north-east states and says
50% bar for reservation is lim-
ited to rest of the country The
bill also seeks to extend the pe-
riod of implementation of 27%
OBC reservation from three
yearstosix years,
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‘Lack of skill-based,

quality education
plaguing country

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: India might hawve
supplied skilled worldorce glob-
ally but lack of =kill-based and
quality education is one of the
major problemsplagning theIn-
dian education system today
gaid experts at the Education
Times Eduvision on Friday

At least 25% of the engi-
neers graduating every yvear re-
main unemployvable, pointed
ot many experts present af the
seminar, which was organized
by the nstitute of Managemment
Technologytomark the 13th an-
niversarvof Education Times.

Dr Malin Jena, senioreduca-
fion specialist at the World
Bank, shared figures that
showed  India’s  economic
growth has been *job-poor™. Ac-
cording to the data, from 1982 to
2004, the GDP growth rate aver-
aged A% per vear

“But thejob growth was only
2%, that too mostly in the ser-
vice and unorganized sectors
and in micro, small and medi-
um enterprises,” said Jena.Dr
Arun Mohan Sherry, director &
chairman of the joint admis-
sion committee at the IMT-Cen-
fre for Distance Learning.
echoed Jena's wviews. “India
ranks third in the output of
graduates after the US and Chi-
na but in terms of quality, we
still lag behind.” The ssminar
brought together experts from
across the education sector who
deliberated on diversifving the
learning needs for the next gen-
eration and providing them

EXPERTS' MEET

with slillls tomale them indus
try-ready. Skill-based and quali-
tv erucation is also essential to
mmprove the srossenrolment ra-
fio (GER) of the youth, most of
them pointed out. “Unless for-
mal education is linked with
skill development. the rele-
vance of the subject will not be
understood. There is an urgent
need to focus on skill develop
ment in higher education,” said
Rajshelharan Pillai, vice-chan-
cellor of Tenon.

There was enthusiastic par
ficipation from students pre
sent atthe seminar. The experts
alsodwelt onthe extentof use of
technology in modern-day edu-
cation. Abha Sahgal, principal
of Sanskriti School, stressed
that technology is an enahbler,
but itcannot replace areal class-
room. Some other spealiers at
the seminar were Manish Sab-
harwal, member of the Prime
Minister's Council on Skills De-
velopment; Dr Dilip K Bando-
padhyay, vice-chancellor of Gu-
ru Gohbind Singh Indraprastha
Umiversity; and M Sajid, regis-
trar, JamiaMillia Islamia.
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